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ED LYELL (www.edlyell.com) 
PRESENT POSITIONS: 
 
Professor, Business and Economics, Adams State College, Alamosa, Colorado 
Designer and Consultant for using computers, telecommunications and HighTouch/HighTech methods to 
dramatically improve school effectiveness by creating 21st Century Learning Communities. 
 
EXPERIENCE: 
Director (p/t), Conejos/Costilla County 21st Century Learning Communities Project. Funded by the US Dept. 
of Education.  
Professor, Affiliate, Regis University Executive MBA programs (Internet Teaching) 
Member, Colorado State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education 1999-2001 
Project Director, Education Commission of the States. (Working with the Governor and  
 Speaker of the Assembly - we developed a new agenda for California’s schools) 
Senior Fellow, Center for the New West, a 20-state non-profit independent think tank 
Member, Colorado State Board of Education, elected from the Second Congressional  District, 1989-95. 
Chair, Telecommunications Advisory Commission to the Colorado Legislature, 1989-95 
 
Other academic appointments: 

• Metropolitan State College, Denver Associate Professor, Management and Marketing 1981-91 
• The Colorado College, Assistant Professor Business/Economics 1978/80 
• Univ. Colorado-Boulder/Denver Assist. Prof. Graduate School of Public Affairs, 
• University of Colorado- Colorado Springs P/T Economics 1978/80 
• University of Colorado – Boulder, Instructor, Marketing, Economics 1970-77 

     
Consulting Clients have included: 

• Education Commission of the States,   
• Colorado Commission on Higher Education 
• Colorado Legislative Joint Budget Committee,  
• Western Governors Policy Office, and several individual Governors  
• U.S. Department of Agriculture 
• Local school districts in Colorado 
• California Governor and Legislature 

 
 EDUCATION: 

Doctor of Philosophy (Business Administration) (Ph.D.) 1977  
 University of Colorado-Boulder, (Professors Kenneth E. Boulding and J. Russell  Nelson) 
Dissertation "Cost Structure of Education- Governmental Policy in Steady State and Decline" 
Master Business Administration, (MBA) 1970 
   San Francisco State University Thesis, Computer Assisted Instruction in the Home 

  Bachelor of Arts. (B.A) 1968,  
       Communication, General Semantics San Francisco State University  

(Professor S.I.Hayakawa) 
Listed in "Who's Who in the World" 1985-present, Profiled in December 1993 Wired Magazine -                          
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/1.06/lyell.html 
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ED LYELL  

  
He consults for government and business on innovative ways to design, operate and fund learning systems 
for children and adults. Dr. Lyell has his doctorate in Business Administration from the University of 
Colorado in Boulder where he studied with Kenneth E. Boulding.  Dr. Lyell was a Senior Fellow at the 
Center for the New West, a 20-state think-tank headquartered in Denver. He is designing school systems 
based on using Just in Time Learning based on the integration of High Touch and High Tech techniques.   
 
He has designed budgeting systems for the Colorado Higher Education system, and other organizations. 
His consulting with the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture changed the way information is reported throughout 
management by using microcomputers and led to 9,000 jobs being reduced or changed. Dr. Lyell is unique 
in having developed extensive analysis of the politics, methods, financing and governance of both K-12 
education and higher education from a skill base developed in Business and governmental consulting.  
 
Dr. Lyell has been a Professor of Management Strategy and Policy, Marketing, Economics, Quantitative 
techniques and ethics at several Universities including the University of Colorado, The Colorado College 
and Metropolitan State College. He has taught at the freshman through Ph.D. levels. Dr. Lyell has been 
staff or consultant to the Colorado Commission on Higher Education, National Center for Higher 
Education Management Systems (NCHEMS), Legislative Joint Budget Committee (JBC), and several 
governors.  
 
Dr. Lyell is the first in his family to complete junior high school and was raised in a San Francisco 
neighborhood where more of his friends went to prison than college.  While a student government leader 
at San Francisco State College in the 1960's he completed his first degree with general semantics 
Professor, and later U. S. Senator, S. I. Hayakaya. Dr. Lyell worked for Dr. Hayakaya when he was 
President of SFSC.   
 
Ed was a scoutmaster and explorer leader for 15 years. In the 1970's and 80's, he was a licensed white 
water river guide working rivers throughout the western states, and training outward bound instructors. 
An advocate for the arts and sports, his first career goal was professional music studying under the first 
chair of the San Francisco Symphony orchestra and started San Francisco State University as a music 
major. He had also been offered college scholarships for football and baseball, and a minor league contract 
for pitching.  
 
He has one son, Kelly who lives with his wife Lynne in Fort Collins, Colorado with their two sons. He has 
two stepdaughters; Heather with her husband and two daughters, and Erin and her husband and two 
children.  

In 1999 Colorado Governor Bill Owens 
appointed Dr. Lyell to the Colorado 
State Board for Community Colleges 
and Occupational Education. He has 
been an elected member of the 
Colorado State Board of Education, 
and Chair of the Colorado 
Telecommunications Advisory 
Commission to the State Legislature. 
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